
Rabbis Differ With Lieberman on Abortion
By Joseph A. D'Agostino

Sen. Joseph Liebcrman's pro-aborlion legislative
recordcontrasts with thepro-lifeinterpretation of Jewish
lawcxpres.scd by someprominent Orthodoxrabbis.

Lieberman has consistently voted pro-abortion in his
yearsin theSenate, evenvoting fivetimesagainst a banon
partial-birth abortion.

Under traditional Jewish law, "a woman can have an
abortion only ifherphysical existence isthreatened, during
all stagesof development," says Orthodox Rabbi Daniel
Lapin, president of Toward Tradition, a group of socially
conservative Jews and Christians. "I can say that I am
100% convinced that Jewish tradition demands that Jews
alignthemselves withthereligious pro-life movement."

However, saidLapin,"Youwillalwaysfinda rabbiwho
will back upthevice-presidential candidate." Heexplained
thatalthough abortion isgenerally proscribed, "the fetus is
nota person" under Jewish law. Noris there necessarily
anything that would demand that Lieberman vole for the
pro-life legislation that has come before him. "I have no
interest inbeing hispoliceman ofpiety," Lapin said, "i can
say thathis recordappearsto contradict Jewishvalues."

Lapin alsoexplained that theJewish understanding is
that the prohibition onabortion applies toall people, not
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just Jews. "Tlie Noacliite laws specifically cover them,"
hesaid. ThesevenlawsGodgavetoNoahandhisdescen
dants apply to all people,whereas the other laws of the
Torah applyonly to Jews,he explained.

RabbiSteven Dworken, spokesman for the Rabbinical
Council of America, the largestassociation of Orthodox
rabbis in the country, said he did not want to discuss
Lieberman's specific record on abortion. As a matter of
general principle, hesaid,"Judaism is notpro-abortion, it
is anti-abortion, except incertain instances." Usually the
exceptions are understood to be limited to "the life of the
mother,"he said, but some rabbis have "extended them to
the mental life of the mother."

In an article distributed by the Orthodox Union,
America's largest group ofOrthodox congregations. Rabbi
Yaacov Haber says, "If a greater part of the fetus had
emerged,, or if thehead had emergod, then the fetus pos
sessesthestatusof a person andcan notbe dismembered,
as one may not take another one's life in order to save his
own." In a partial-birthabortion, all but the head of the
fetus emeiges from the body before it is killed. Haber
wrote that dieconsensus Orthodox view is that theonly
Justification forabortion is toprevent severe injury tothe
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mother, although someauthorities interpret thatto include
•damageto "the psychological welfareof the mother."

DouglasJohnson, legislative director for the National
Rightto Life Committee,said of Lieberman, "He's never
supported a restriction on abortion. He'snever supported
any restriction on federal fundingof abortion." Even his
highly publicized vote foranamendment onparental noti
fication was a fraud that gutted the concept, Johnson said,
because"the amendmentsaid relativesand social workers
could give permission for an abortion."

Despite his votes on these issues, Ljdxrman's personal
qualifies andconservative positions on issues suchas mis.sile
defense and school choice have earned him praise from
numerous Rqmblicansenatois. ConservativeSen. Bob Smith
(R.-N.H.),whoserveswithLiebermanon theArmedServices
and Envinjnment and PublicWorksCommitteesand sat with
Liebcnnan ot the Governmental Affairs Committee during
theinvcstigatirm of theChinese money scandal, said, "He's
certainly a man ofintegrity. He'svery well respected and well
liked. I think hemoves the Democratic ticket away from the
left a little bit Hedefetuled mewhen my [Democratic)
opponent during my la.st reelection campaign basically
accused me ofanti-Semitism." •
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