Rabbis Differ With Lieberman on Abortlon

By Joserni A, D’ AGosTiND

Sen. Joseph Licbcrman's pro-abortion legislative
record contrasts with the pro-life interpretation of Jewish
law cxpresscd by some prominent Orthodox rabbis. -

Licberman has consistently voted pro-abortion in his

years in the Senate, even voting five umes against a ban on
partial-birth abortion,

Under traditiona) Jewish law, “a woman can have an
abortion only if her physical existence is threatened, during
all stages of developiment,” says Orthodox Rabbi Danicl
Lapin, president of Toward Tradition, a group of socially
conservative Jews and Christians. “I can say that [ am
100% convinced that Jewish tradition demands that Jews
align themselves with the religious pro-life >

However, said Lapin, “You will always find a rabbi who
will back up the vice-presidential candidate.™ He explained

that although abortion is gencrally proscribed, “the fetus is -

nol a person” dinder Jewish law. Nor is there necessarily
anything that would demand that Licberman vote for the
pro-lifc legislation that has come before him. “1 have no
interest in being his policeman of piety,” Lapin said. “I can
say that his record appears to contradict Jewish values.”

Lapin also explained that the Jewish undersianding is -

that the prohibition on abortion applies to all people, not

just Jews. “The Noachite laws specifically cover them,”
he said. The seven laws God gave to Noah and his descen-
dants apply to ail people, whereas the other laws of the
Torah apply only to Jews, he explained.

Rabbi Steven Dworken, spokesman for the Rabbinical
Council of America, the largest association of Orthodox
rabbis in the country, said he did not want to discuss
Licberman’s specific record on abortion. As a matter of
gcneral principle, he said, “Judaism is not pro-abortion, it
is anti-abortion, except in certain instances.” Usually the
exceplions are understood to be limited to “the life of the
mother,” he said, but some rabbis have “extended them to
the mental life of the mother.”

In an article distributed by the Orthodox Union,
America’s largest group of Orthodox congregations, Rabbi
Yaacov Haber says, “If a greater part of the fetus had
emerged, or if the head had emerged, then the fetus pos-
scsses the status of a person and can not be dismembered,
as one may not take another one’s lifc in order o save his

own.” In a partial-birth abortion, all but the head of the
l‘elus emerges from the body before it is killed. Haber

-wrote that the consensus Orthodox view is that the only

justification for abortion is to prevent severe injury to the

- damage to “the psychological welfarc of the mother.”

(R-N.H.), who serves with Licberman on the Anmed Services

mother, although some authorities interpret that to include

Douglas Johnson, legislative director for the National
Right to Life Commiltee, said of Licberman, “He’s never
supported a restriction on abortion. He’s never supported
any restriction on federal funding of abortion.” Even his
highly publicized vote for an amendment on parental noti-
fication was a fraud that gutted the concept, Johnson said,
because “the amendment said relatives and social workers
could give permission for an abortion.”

Despite his votes on (hese issues, Licberman’s personal
qualities and conservative positions on issues such as missile
defense and school choice have eamed him praise from
numesous Republican scnators. Conservative Sen. Bob Smith

and Environment and Public Works Committces and sat with
Lieberman on the Govemmental Affairs Conmittce during
the investigation of the Chinese money scandal, said, “He's
ccrtainly a man of intcgrity. He's very well respected and well
liked. I think he moves the Democratic ticket away from the
left a liwe bit. . . . He defended me when my [Democratic)
opponent dunng my last reelection campaign basically
accused me of anti-Semitism.” -
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